
REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS  
40 Days of Love  

 As I write this I have been reflecting on love. We are experiencing together the 
40 Days of Love series where we are learning to Walk It Out  in real and practical 

ways for our lives when it comes to love. I want to share something that has come 
out of my preparation for my messages and small group time. It may not be anything 
earth shattering to you, but it may help put love in just a little bit different 

perspective for you.  
 I have been rewriting verses 4 -8 of the 13 th  chapter of 1 st  Corinthians in my 
own words. This has been helpful to me to get a better handle on my understanding 

of this portion of Scripture. So the following is my rewriting of this passage:  
ñLove gives people space; space to grow, to be themselves, and 
to become who God created them to be. Love is considerate in 

giving this space. Love encourages others to love and is okay 
when they have a different or better experience of love. Love 
does not bring attention to itself or hold too high a view of itself 

and does not force people to accept it. Love is not a dictator 
that forces you to do things their way. Love doesnôt get mad 
when you donôt do it that way and doesnôt hold it against you 

when you do it a different way. Love is never happy about 
another person being put down or oppressed. In fact, love 
celebrates whenever people are freed, released, healed, and 

brought to wholeness. Love is tenacious in every situation 
keeping faith in the hope that the influence of love will rise 

above all the rest of the circumstances of life. Love is the one 
constant that will always be around. All other gifts, talents, 
and abilities will be gone one day. But love will still be there.ò 

 1 Corinthians 13:4 -8 
  This exercise has helped me gain a better understanding of love. It is my 
intention to do this a few more times over the season of Lent. I want to see how my 

study of love and our experience together of 40 Days of Love  continues to shape my 
understanding. It is my prayer that this time will shape all of our understanding of 

love, especially when it comes to our love for God and our love for each other.  

Loving God is often times mystical in nature. God is real and evident in all of 
creation. However, God is also transcendent and not physical which makes loving 
God a somewhat daunting task. We love God through prayer, study of Scripture, 

journaling, worship, friendships with other Christians, influence with non -
Christians, and every other area of our life. My parents always told me 
that loving them meant doing what they asked of me. I think that is the 

way we love God with all of our heart, soul, and strength. So first, love 
means following God with our whole life.  

Next, we must love the people around us. I think this is where Paulôs words in 

1 Corinthians are so important. I believe that our life should be lived out within 
the context of loving relationships. We canôt control other people, but we need to 
make sure that our relationships with others exemplify the behaviors and 

attitudes outlined in 1 Corinthians 13:4 -8. So I am going to challenge you this 
Lent to do your own rewrite of these verses. See what stands out to you and how 

putting it in your own words gives you a better understanding of love. It is my 

prayer that we continue to grow in our understanding and practice of love. As 
John Wesley believed, we should all be seeking to be perfected in love in this lifetime. 
I look forward to seeing the fruit of these 40 Days of Love . 

I will see you on Sunday!  
Reaching our Potential together,  
Pastor Tim  
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Our goal here at 

FUMCD is to help 

lead people into 

their full poten-

tial in Jesus 

Christ.  We aim 

to do this by cre-

ating environ-

ments  for people 

to:  

Group  to do life 

together,  

Grow  to become 

Christ - like follow-

ers,  

Give  to serve 

each other,  

Go  to share the 

Good News and  

Gather  to honor 

God with their 

lives.  
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CHILDRENôS MINISTRY P A G E  2  

Feel the energy in our Children's Ministry as you walk down  

our version of Main Street, Dunedin into the City Park!  

ˋ Experience high excitement and energy in large group worship!  

ˋ Learn the keys to making wise, Godly choices in life!  

ˋ Watch funny, creative dramas while learning how God wants us to live our lives!  

ˋ Feel the love of our leaders in small groups of kids your own age!  

ˋ Take home ways that you can make the wise choice in your life!  

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  

Weôre on the Hunt! We are looking for plastic eggs and pre-wrapped Easter 
candy. If you would like to help us in our search, there will be a drop off 
station in both services for your convenience.   We need your help so that  
the children of MainStreet and the community can enjoy their hunt.  
 
Our annual Easter egg hunt in Edgewater Park will be on Saturday April 3  

from 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. There will be lots of eggs to hunt along with 
crafts, face painting, Moon Bounces, Balloons and more. Tell your friends 
and neighbors!  
 
Want to be part of the fun that morning? Please contact Jennifer Scott 
(Director of Childrenôs 
Ministries) at 727 -733 -
4139. We need lots of 
f r iendly  faces to 
register, face paint, 

b l o w  u p  h e l i u m 
balloons, hide eggs, etc.  
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R E F L E C T I O N S  

 Life groups are off and running!  We have 9 small groups that meet different days at a 

variety of locations and times. Together, each group is learning more about love and 
how to ñWalk it Out.ò  Small groups are a place to 

learn to do life together and to live in community.   
Every group is currently doing the same study ñ40 

Days of Loveò written by Rick Warren (author of 
The Purpose Driven Life ).  Have you joined a 

group yet? Itôs not too late to jump on board!  
Find a day and time that works for you. Or, if 

youôre not able to participate in a small group 
at this time, find a couple of friends with 

similar schedules ðweôll provide materials for you to 
study along with us.  We are hoping to continue 

to offer small groups beyond Lent and will be 
working to resource those groups with materials.  Maybe you wanted to host a group 

for Lent but your schedule did not permit it. Will you consider opening your home 

beyond Lent?  If so, email or call Bridget Thornton in the church office: 
Bridget.Thornton@dunedinfumc.org or 733.4139.  

GROUP TO DO LIFE TOGETHER  

GROW TO BE CHRIST -LIKE  

Growth Opportunities:  

ESTHER STUDY   ð FOR WOMEN: This study has been postponed until after Easter. If you are 

interested in participating in this group it will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays at 6:30. See 

Mickey Matthews for more information.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  ð This study  is in full swing! We will be 

offering this course again in the fall. If you want to know more about this study 
why not pay a visit to this class while itôs currently in session? It meets Tuesdays, 
at 7:00pm in City Park in the MainStreet area of the Education Building .  This is a 

video based study taught by Dave Ramsey. Learn to be Debt Free and find true 
Financial Peace.  The cost for the course is $100 for materials but you can come to 

the first few classes for free to check it out. To sign up contact the church office or call Beth 

Ogborn : 727.479.3608  

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY ð This study focuses on a variety of topics. It is lead by our pastor, Tim 

Machtel and meets after WEDS dinner at 6:30 in room F108.  Everyone is welcome to come to this 

class and there is no commitment.  


