
REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS  
40 Days of Love  

 It was a bright and sunny day and all appeared to be a perfect day to 

most. I remember standing in the bright sun and not experiencing its warmth. I 
remember not being concerned with the bright and beautiful the weather. I 

remember standing at the entrance to the emergency room watching a friendôs 
son being loaded into the Life Flight helicopter to be transported to the Childrenôs 
Hospital downtown. It was far from a beautiful day for me and my friends. It was 

a scary and very uncertain day for my friends whose son had been taken to the 
E.R. with feveral seizures and had been seizing for about an hour. We truly did 

not know what that day would hold. All we knew was that whatever that day held 
in store for them, we were going to go through it together.  
 Everything ended up turning out well for my friends and their son. Heôs a 

wonderful, bright, and loving boy. I share this story to let you know that it is 
important to have a group of people that you go through life together with. A 

group of people who share your belief in Jesus Christ; a group of people who will 
love you no matter what; a group of people who will challenge you; and a group 
of people who will travel through lifeôs ups and downs with you every step of the 

way. I believe to the core of my being that this is one of the most important 
aspects of the Christian faith. John Wesley, the founder of the people called 

Methodists, wrote that ñthere is no such thing as a solitary 
Christian.ò At our roots we are people who grouped to do life 

together.  
Because we believe that every follower of Christ should Group to do life 

together  we are providing an opportunity for this to happen during Lent this year. 

We are looking at starting 10 -20 Life Groups during Lent as we go through the 
church wide study 40 Days of Love. There are three things we need for this to 

happen:  

10 -20 people who are willing to open their homes once a week for 6 weeks 

during this 40 Days of Love campaign. This is a very easy task for the 

hosts. We are simply asking you to open your home, play a DVD, and allow 
people to answer some questions that follow the DVD. You do not have to 

teach anythingé you are a host for the people who will come to your home. 

Every person in our congregation to sign -up to participate in a small group 

once a week for 6 weeks during this 40 Days of Love campaign.  

Attend worship on the weekends where we will be talking about the 40 

Days of Love each week during the message time.  
Debbie and I will be hosting a small group and I encourage as many people 

as can to consider hosting a small group in your home. I especially challenge 

each of our members and attenders to participate in a small group during this 6 
week study. I believe that spiritual growth and fellowship happen best in a small 

group environment. I donôt want you to miss out on the amazing blessing of 
grouping to do life together. Look and listen each weekend for more information 
on signing up for a small group. I cannot wait to hear the stories about how much 

you will be blessed by the time you will spend either hosting or participating in a 
small group.  

Some of you will be able to come up with a lot of reasons why you canôt do 
this. I want to ask you as your Pastor to make the commitment to make this 
work. Try it and see if you are not blessed by this opportunity for true authentic 

Christian community. I donôt want you to miss out on this opportunity for spiritual 
growth and fellowship. I look forward to doing life together with all of you.  

Reaching our Potential together, Pastor Tim  
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R E F L E C T I O N S  

CHILDRENôS MINISTRY P A G E  2  

Feel the energy in our Children's Ministry as you walk down  

our version of Main Street, Dunedin into the City Park!  

ˋ Experience high excitement and energy in large group worship!  

ˋ Learn the keys to making wise, Godly choices in Life!  

ˋ Watch funny, creative dramas while learning how God wants us to live our lives!  

ˋ Feel the love of our leaders in small groups of kids your own age!  

ˋ Take home ways that you can make the wise choice in your life!  

Sunday Mornings  

9:15 ð10:30  

9:15: Check - in  

9:30 Large Group Worship  

10:15 Small Group  

10:35 Pick -Up 

We will be having a Valentine party in the 

large group room (City Park) after the 9:30 

worship time on Feb 14.  All children are 

invited to bring in Valentines to share with 

their friends. A list of children will be sent 

home in the next few weeks.  

PARENTS:  In February we will have a ñChildrenôs Evening In.ò  This 

will be a time where children can get a break from their parents. (And 

parents can enjoy a date night!) There will be dinner provided along 

with crafts, games and  a movie. All will take place in our rooms at 

MainStreet. There will be no charge for this activity. More details to 

follow ðwatch the Sunday Bulletins for details.  



Youth News 
Each Sunday evening about 20 members of our youth group meet for dinner, fun, 

singing, and learning about Godôs plan for their lives.  They meet in the social room at 

MainStreet in the educational building where they can use the state -of - the -art 

equipment to enhance their experience.  It has been noted that the group is very close 

and caring, and new members ARE welcome!  

Fifteen members of our United Methodist Youth put on the Armor of God (Ephesians 

6:10 -18) and ventured into the Ocala National Forest during the Martin Luther King 

weekend. There, they braved alligators (okay, a baby alligator) while canoeing in the 

Ocklawaha and Silver Rivers; fearlessly crawled through limestone, mud and clay in an 

underground cave, and rode horses into undeveloped woods.  

Along the way there was time alone with God and some great messages around the 

campfire. We learned about HALT ð that we are most tempted to sin when Hungry, 

Angry, Lonely or Tired. We also praised God for holding off the rain until nightfall when 

it was time for bed.  

We returned home strengthened as a group and in our faith in the Lord.  

JOIN Amp¨d  

The youth group meets  
Sunday nights at 6pm.  
Become a fan of the  
Youth On FACEBOOK  
and always be in  
the know.  
FUMCDUNEDINYOUTH 
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R E F L E C T I O N S  

Join a Life Group!  

It is almost time for LIFE GROUPS to begin. Whatôs a life 
group?  A group of people you gather with on a weekly basis 

to live life together while growing closer to God.   Life 
Groups will kick off on the week of FEBRUARY 21st  ð 

thatôs the first week of Lent. Each Life Group will gather in a 
hostôs home once a week for about and hour and a half.   

The host homes are in Dunedin and other local 
communities.   The groups meet at a variety of times and days.   If you youôre 

interested in opening your home to host a group please contact Bridget Thornton in the 
church office ASAP.  We will be having a hostôs meeting on February 13th  in 

Friendship Hall.  
 

If you are interested in joining a Life Group complete one of the 
Life Group slips in the weekly bulletin.  We will be posting 

available life groups on the website soon.  Want more 

information? Call the church ðweôd be happy to help you find the 
perfect group.  

GROUP TO DO LIFE TOGETHER  

GROW TO BE CHRIST -LIKE  

Growth Opportunities:  

 

ESTHER STUDY   ð FOR WOMEN: This study begins Monday, February 8th at 6:30 and will 

meet every Monday and Wednesday at 6:30pm.  There will be a signup on Sunday in Friendship 

Hall before the 9:30 Service and on the patio after the 9:30 service.  

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY  ð This study begins Tuesday, February 9th at 

7:00pm and will meet in City Park in the MainStreet area of the Education 
Building .  This is a video based study taught by Dave Ramsey. Join this class to 

learn to be Debt Free and find true Financial Peace.  The cost for the course is 
$100 for materials but you can come to the first few classes for free to check it 

out. To sign up contact the church office or call Beth Ogborn : 727.479.3608  

PASTORôS BIBLE STUDY ð This study focuses on a variety of topics. It is lead by our pastor, Tim 

Machtel and meets after WEDS dinner at 6:30 in room F108.  Everyone is welcome to come to this 
class and there is no commitment.  



February Treasurerôs Report: 
Meet our New Treasurer:   At this yearôs Charge Conference Burt Kroeker was elected to serve as 

Church Treasurer. Burt has served as Chair of Finance for the previous two years. He and his wife, Karen, 

have been members of First United Methodist Church of Dunedin since 1983.  We are very grateful to 

Ralph Jordan for stepping in as treasurer last year.  

 

2010 Budget: In January the Finance Committee recommend the 2010 Budget to the Ministry 

Leadership Team.  The Ministry Leadership adopted the budget at the January 27th meeting.  The total of 

the budget is $455,500, which is around $13,000 less than last yearôs budget which was overspent. The 

Finance Committee and I are committed to reviewing the budget on a monthly basis to ensure that we 

remain on target.   

The Church is funded through pledged giving, 

unpledged giving, loose plate offerings, Sunday 

school offerings, facility usage, fundraisers, and 

other income.  Pledged giving represents the 

dollars given by those who committed through 

pledge to support the church. Unpledged giving is 

classified as giving by identified givers who chose 

not to make a pledge.  We rent space to Head 

Start and other organizations and collect usage 

fees to compensate for utilities and other costs. 

Fundraisers and Special Events include fundraising 

ideas that are currently in the works but may 

include a Pumpkin Patch or golf tournament.  

Other income includes any other income that is 

not individually significant to merit a line in the 

budget. This includes but is not limited to: special 

collections, memorials, and honorariums.  

 

Church expenses are categorized according to our 

mission to help people reach their full potential in 

Christ through Gathering to worship, Grouping to 

do life together, Growing to be more Christ - like, 

Giving to serve one another, and Going to share the Good News. Other categories include: staffing, 

facilities, and office expenses.  In the 

adjacent chart staff salaries and other 

staffing costs are placed in their proper 

budget category.  The minister and 

support staff are divided evenly among 

all categories. As you can see the 

majority of our budget is dedicated to 

maintaining our facilities including repairs 

and insurance.  

 

If you have any questions about church 

finances or the 2010 budget please see 

Burt Kroeker or Bridget Thornton in the 

church office Monday ðThursday 9am to 

noon.  
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FEB    2 Friendship Circle, 6:00p, Friendship 

Hall  

  2 Unit Meeting, 7:00p, Friendship Hall, 

Food & Faith  

   9 Deborah Circle, 1:30p, F108  

 11  Miriam Circle, 9:30a, F108  

 17  Mission Team Meeting, 5:15p, F108  

 18  Ruth Circle, 9:30a, F108  

March  11  Cluster Study ñThe Beauty and 

Courage of Sudanò Friendship Hall 

Unit Meeting, February 2, 7:00 pm: Leslie Goodell will lead us in a summary of the ñFood and Faithò 

study from the 2009 School of Christian Mission. This study is about how our faith is nurtured, 

strengthened, and enhanced  by food and all the ways food touches our lives. It is no accident that our 

most profound sacrament, Holy Communion, is food. This study explores how the bread and fruit of the 

vine illustrates the magnitude of Godôs love for us on multiple levels, and how Godôs presence is invoked 

and the divine and ordinary connect in a mystery created by Christ and ordained by God. We are 

reminded  that when we can take the time to explore the spiritual benefits of being full or empty, the 

food given to us by God for our well -being will satisfy more completely.  

United Methodist Women assemble every four years to celebrate, lift up, learn, and return to their 

communities better equipped for mission.  Tens of thousands of women have been meeting in this 

fashion since 1942 in a unified effort to stay at the forefront of the work being done both locally and 

globally, both systemically and in charity, to improve and sustain the lives of women, children and youth.  

 

Assembly 2010 will be held in St. Louis April 30th through May 2nd and has been themed: ñFaith. Hope. 

Love in Action.ò  Chosen because it encapsulates the 140 year history of United Methodist Women, it 

says everything about what is happening on the ground today, and is the momentum for decades to 

come.  Faith. Hope. Love in Action is the energy that moves through each woman that has pledged her 

time for service through United Methodist Women.  

 

Our Unit has set aside significant scholarship monies to offset a majority of the cost for any UMW 

member who would be interested in attending.  If you would like to be a part of Assembly 2010, please 

see Hazel Gass for registration information.  

Cluster Study:  "The Beauty and Courage of Sudan" (Why a dream of peace is possible).  First United 

Methodist Church Dunedin will be hosting this year's Cluster Study for our district.  This four hour course 

for credit will be held on Thursday March 11th, 2010.   The planning committee is headed by Roberta Lau 

and Lorraine Mayfield -Brown from Oakhurst UMC, along with representatives from Skycrest UMC, First 

Seminole UMC, Pinellas Park UMC, Union St. UMC, Mt Zion UMC and FUMC, Dunedin.   Registration will 

begin in February.    Participants will bring a sack lunch and cake and drinks will be provided by our 

Unit.   You don't have to be a member of UMW to join us.  

Back by popular demand!  What better way to wish your family, friends, coworkers and neighbors a 

Happy Easter than with these delicious homemade treats.  In March, the UMW ladies will be busy making 

handcrafted peanut butter and chocolate Easter eggs to fill your baskets, ready for 

delivery on Palm Sunday.  Starting in March, there will be ladies on the patio Sunday 

mornings just waiting to take your orders.  Three delicious eggs cost just $5 and the 

money raised will go to help support the many global ministries sponsored by United 

Methodist Women.   

An opportunity to put Christôs hands and feet into action on behalf of children awaits you at the 2010 

Florida Advocacy Days (FAD) at Childrenôs Week, April 11-13, at the state capitol in Tallahassee.  FAD is 

for anyone willing to ñShow Up 2 Speak Outò for children.  Participants will help create change through 

visits to their state legislators; be transformed through prayer and worship services; network with other 

Christians who have a heart for children and their families in poverty; and receive vital knowledge 

through educational opportunities.  Registration information will be available soon.  


